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The British Upper class
The British "upper-class" is  statistically very small and  consists  of

the peerage, gentry and hereditary landowners, among others. Those in possession of a
hereditary peerage (but not a life peerage; for example, a dukedom, a marquessate,
an earldom, a viscounty, or a barony/Scottish lord of parliament) are typically members of the
upper class.

Traditionally, upper-class children were brought up at home by a nanny for the first few
years of their lives, and then home schooled by private tutors. From the late-nineteenth
century, it became increasingly popular for upper-class families to mimic the middle-classes in
sending their children to public schools, which had been predominantly founded to serve the
educational needs of the middle-class. Nowadays, when children are old enough, they may
attend a prep school or pre-preparatory school. Moving into secondary education, it is still
commonplace for upper-class children to attend a public school, although it is not unheard of
for certain families to send their children to state schools. Continuing education goals can vary
from family to family; it may, in part, be based on the educational history of the family. In the
past, both the British Army and Royal Navy have been the institutions of choice. Equally,
the clergy, as well as academia, particularly within the arts and humanities divisions of Britain's
oldest and most prestigious universities (Oxbridge), have been traditional career paths amongst
the upper class- indeed until 1840 the majority Oxbridge graduates were destined for
ordination.

There are constant debates in modern Britain about the relevance of exploring class division.
Write a 250 word for and against essay on the following statement: the upper class has a
much easier access to education than ordinary people.
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